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encountered, all work in the immediate vicinity should be halted and a qualified archaeologist contacted to
evaluate the findings. Further archaeological recommendations would be made at that juncture.

Artifacts that are typically found associated with prehistoric sites include humanly modified stone, shell,
bone or other cultural materials such as charcoal, ash and burned rock indicative of food procurement or
processing activities. Prehistoric domestic features include hearths, firepits, or house floor depressions
whereas typical mortuary features are represented by human skeletal remains. Historic artifacts potentially
include all by-products of human land use greater than 50 years of age, including trash pits or privy shafts
backfilled with household debris.

Although very unlikely, if human remains are encountered, all work must stop in the immediate vicinity of
the discovered remains and the County Coroner and a qualified archaeologist must be notified
immediately so that an evaluation can be performed. If the remains are deemed to be Native American
and prehistoric, the Native American Heritage Commission should be contacted by the Coroner so that a
“Most Likely Descendant” can be designated.
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Introduction

This peer review of the report 4 Cultural Resources Evaluation of the Freidman-Gray
Property, APN 007-380-08 & 007-380-027, Petaluma, Sonoma County, California by
Cassandra Chattan, February 14, 2004, for the Petaluma Valley Plaza project was
completed pursuant to an agreement between Christopher A. Joseph & Associates, Inc.
and Tom Origer & Associates. The scope of work included:

¢ Archival Research - A check of the information on file at the office of Tom
Origer & Associates, and the Regional Office of the California Historical
Resources Information System Center to determine the presence or absence
of previously recorded historic or prehistoric resources

e Peer Review - Peer review of the February 14, 2004, cultural resources
report prepared by Cassandra Chattan of Archaeological Resource Service.

¢ Report Preparation - Preparation of this written report describing the work
accomplished, the results of the research, and making appropriate
recommendations for further action, if warranted.

Archival Research

The files (e.g., maps, cultural resources reports, histories) of Tom Origer & Associates
were examined to search for evidence that extant or former (now archaeological)
potentially important historic period buildings and other structures could be within the
project area. The files at the regional office (the Northwest Information Center, Sonoma
State University) of the California Historical Resources Information System Center were
perused (see NWIC File Number 03-723).

Archival research indicated that the project area did not contain any buildings or
structures that have the potential to be historically important. Also, no previously
recorded historic or prehistoric resources were within the project location.

Peer Review

The February 14, 2004 report prepared by Cassandra Chattan was read by two reviewers
at Tom Origer & Associates including the undersigned. Both reviewers found that the
scope of work described in the report was appropriate for this level of study. The
intensity of field investigation was adequate to identify cultural resources if they were
present.

Some examples of issues with the report are mentioned here because they suggest a lack
of attention to detail, although the overall report findings that no cultural resources are
present within the project area appears valid. These issues are presented as follows in the
order in which they occur in the report.




There is an inconsistency between the report title and the portion of the report that
describes the “Project Location.” The report title refers to APN 007-380-08, while the
text under Project Location (page 2, paragraph 2, line 9) refers to APN 007-380-005.
Hildebrant (Hildebrandt?) 1983 (page 3, paragraph 1, line 9) is not listed under the
report’s References Consulted. Davis 1958 (page 3, paragraph 2, line 17) is not listed
under the report’s References Consulted. Thomas Origer surveyed (page 4, paragraph 7,
line 1) is inaccurate. Janine Loyd, an associate of Thomas Origer, completed the referred
to survey (see Origer 1991, page 2, paragraph 5, line 1). King et al 1973 (page 3,
paragraph 2, line 4) should read King et al. 1973. Jones and Stokes Associates, Inc. (page
5, paragraph 3, line 3) generally refer to their company as Jones & Stokes Associates,
Inc. Thompson 1977 (page 5, paragraph 7, line 4) is not listed under the report’s
References Consulted. Origer 1980 (page 5, paragraph 7, line 5) is not listed under the
report’s References Consulted. Cahttan and Pesnichak 2004 (page 6, paragraph 2, line 4)
should read Chattan and Pesnichak 2003. The 1879 Sonoma County Atlas (page 6,
paragraph 3, line 1) should read The 1877 Sonoma County Atlas. The 1915 Santa Rosa
15’ quadrangle (page 6, paragraph 3, line 1) should read The 1916 Santa Rosa 15°
quadrangle.

Conclusion

The level of effort that was put into the study reported by Chattan (2004) was adequate to
identify cultural resources that could be present within the project area. The
recommendations made by Chattan (2004:6 and 7) are appropriate.
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